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knowledge of English was continuous study in
house, whereby he acquired a proficiency which ^t
the attention of British officials in his earlier years and
enabled him in later years to take an active share iti the
debates in the Bombay Legislative Council. Those of us
who know India of the twentieth century and have witnessed
the extraordinary proficiency in English which many Indians
acquire wliile still young, may be disposed to make light
of Ranchhodlal's mastery of the language. But if %ve
recollect that he achieved his object before the days of the
Board of Education and before the establishment of a
pioperly organised department of Public Instruction we
shall surely not hesitate to pay a tribute both to his natural
intelligence and his tenacity of purpose.